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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
BEXP, GR 

SUBJECT: 1978 THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 


REF: A) GARNITZ-KONVER LETTER OF JANUARY 6, 1978; B) USIA 4026 

1 . REGRETTABLY, THE EMBASSY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CO-SPONSOR, 

WITH THE AMERICAN-HELLENIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, A USA PAVILION 
AT THE THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR THIS FALL; 

AND IT HAS SO INFORMED THE FAIR AUTHORITIES. 


2. INABILITY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO OFFER MORE THAN 
$10,000 IN SUPPORT FUNDS IN THE FACE OF GREATLY INCREASED LOCAL 
COSTS, REPORTS FROM USIA THAT IT CANNOT PROVIDE ANY OF THE 
$20,000 IT HAD HOPED TO OFFER, AND LESS-THAN-ENTHUSIASTIC 
INTEREST OF THE U.S. BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN PARTICIPATING 
THIS YEAR HAVE PROMPTED OUR DECISION. 


3. THE EMBASSY DOES PLAN. HOWEVER, TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT 
TO MOUNT A USA PAVILION AT THE THESSALONIKI FAIR IN 1979, AND 
THE EXHIBIT WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE EMBASSY'S FY 1979 
COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM (CCP), NOW UNDER PREPARATION. 
THE EMBASSY WILL BE SEEKING USDOC AND USIA SUPPORT FOR THE 
FAIR BUT AT A CONSIDERABLY HIGHER DOLLAR LEVEL THAN 
WAS OFFERED THIS YEAR. 
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